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Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

July 3, 2023

Honorable Therese M. Terlaje 

Speaker 

Mina'trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

163 Chalan Santo Papa 

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

VIA: Honorable Chris Barnett 

Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Re: Committee Report on the Appointment of Christine Baleto 

Håfa adai Speaker Terlaje: 

Transmitted herewith is the Committee Report on the appointment of Christine Baleto to serve 

as Member, Upper Level Management Position in Private Business - Representative of the 

Guam Education Board of Directors which was referred to the Committee on Education, 

Public Safety, and the Arts . 

Committee votes are as follows: 

TO DO CONFIRM 

TO NOT CONFIRM 

TO REPORT OUT ONLY 

TO ABSTAIN 

___5____

___0____

___0____

___0____

___0____ TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE 

Si Yu'os ma'åse', 

Chris Barnett 

July 11, 2023 9:57 a.m.
           Kamarin Nelson



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Nomination of 

Christine Baleto 
As a Member, Upper Level Management Position in Private 

Business – Representative for a term of Three (3) Years; 

February 20, 2021 to February 19, 2024 to fill the unexpired 

term of Dr. Ronald L. McNinch, Jr., PhD 

 

by Senator Chris Barnett 
 



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

June 28, 2023

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts 

From: Senator Chris Barnett 

Committee Chairperson 

Subject: Committee Report on the Appointment of Christine Baleto 

Transmitted herewith for your consideration is the Committee Report on Christine Baleto to serve 

as Member of the Guam Education Board of Directors 

This report includes the following: 

• Copy of COR Referral of the Appointment

• Copy of the Appointment Letter to the Speaker

• Copy of Appointment Packet & Supporting Documents

• Notices of Public Hearing & Other Correspondence

• Copy of the Public Hearing Agenda

• Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet

• Copies of Submitted Testimonies & Supporting Documents

• Committee Vote Sheet
• Committee Report Digest

Please take the appropriate action on the attached vote sheet. Your attention to this matter is greatly 

appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Si Yu'os ma'åse' 



COMMITTEE ON RULES 
Senator Chris Barnett, Chairperson 
I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

37th Guam Legislature 

February 6, 2023 

To: RennaeVanessa C. Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature  

Attorney Darleen Hiton  

Legislative Legal Counsel 

From: Senator Chris Barnett  

Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Subject: Referral of Appointment 

Håfa Adai yan Biba Guåhan! 

As per my authority as Chairperson of the Committee on Rules and subject to §9.01, Rule IX of our Standing 

Rules, I am forwarding the referral of the following appointment: 

Appointee: Christine Baleto 

Position: Member, Upper Level Management Position in Private Business - 

Representative 

Term Length: Three (3) Years; February 20, 2021 to February 19, 2024 

To fill the unexpired term of Dr. Ronald L. McNinch, Jr., PhD 

The appointee’s nomination packet may be referenced in the Guam Legislature’s website at 

https://guamlegislature.com/index/messages-and-communications/. Please refer the following document: 

“Doc. No. 37GL-23-0169 – Office of the Governor – Appointment and Supporting Documents for Christine 

Baleto, Member, Upper Level Management Position in Private Business - Representative, Guam Education 

Board of Directors.” 

Ensure the appointment is referred to Senator Chris Barnett, Chairperson of the Committee on Education, 

Public Safety and the Arts. I also request that the same be forwarded to Management Information Services 

(MIS) for posting on our website. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Joaquin ‘Quin’ P. Taitague, 

Committee on Rules Director at 671-472-2461. 



37GL-23-0169

February 3, 2023
6:50 p.m.

Joaquin 'Quin' P. Taitague

Doc. No. 37GL-23-0169.*
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Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

April 27, 2023 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 

From: Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 

Re: FIRST NOTICE of Public Hearing: Thursday, May 4, 2023 

The Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts will conduct a series of public hearings 

on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 am at the Public Hearing Room in the Guam Congress 

Building.  

The agenda is as follows: 

• Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman to serve as Member of the Guam Council on the

Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Rolando C. Zepeda to serve as Visual Arts Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Simone E.P. Bollinger to serve as Literature Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as Member of the Guam Academy Charter

Schools Council

• Appointment of Christine Baleto to serve as Upper Level Management Position in Private

Business Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

• Appointment of Margarita Felicitas B. Angel as Retired Teacher/School Administrator of

GDOE Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

If you are interested in participating in the Public Hearing to provide testimony, please contact the 

Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett via electronic mail at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org or (671) 969-3586 no later than May 3, 2023 for further 

guidance. 

-- 

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117) and stream 

online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies may be sent via email at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 

All government activities, programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in compliance with Title 

II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should you or interested parties require assistance or special 

accommodations to fully participate in this public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” 

Barnett at (671) 969-3586 or via email at malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 
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Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 2, 2023 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 

From: Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 

Re: SECOND NOTICE of Public Hearing: Thursday, May 4, 2023 

The Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts will conduct a series of public hearings 

on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 am at the Public Hearing Room in the Guam Congress 

Building.  

The agenda is as follows: 

• Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman to serve as Member of the Guam Council on the

Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Rolando C. Zepeda to serve as Visual Arts Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Simone E.P. Bollinger to serve as Literature Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as Member of the Guam Academy Charter

Schools Council

• Appointment of Christine Baleto to serve as Upper Level Management Position in Private

Business Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

• Appointment of Margarita Felicitas B. Angel as Retired Teacher/School Administrator of

GDOE Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

If you are interested in participating in the Public Hearing to provide testimony, please contact the 

Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett via electronic mail at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org or (671) 969-3586 no later than May 3, 2023 for further 

guidance. 

-- 

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117) and stream 

online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies may be sent via email at 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 

All government activities, programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in compliance with Title 

II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should you or interested parties require assistance or special 

accommodations to fully participate in this public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” 

Barnett at (671) 969-3586 or via email at malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. 
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Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

April 26, 2023 

Transmitted via Electronic Mail 

Christine Baleto 

Re: Notice of Confirmation Hearing – May 4, 2023 

Håfa adai Ms. Baleto: 

Congratulations on your appointment as Upper Level Management Position in Private Business 

Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors.  

This letter is to notify you that the Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts has 

scheduled a Confirmation Hearing for your appointment on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 am. 

The hearing will take place in the public hearing room of the Guam Congress Building.  

You are welcome to invite your family members and members of the community to submit written 

testimony or provide oral testimony in support of your confirmation.  

Written testimony should be submitted to our office on or before May 3, 2023 and may be sent via 

email to malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. We look forward to your reply.  

Si Yuʹos maʹåseʹ, 

Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 



Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586 

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

Public Hearing  

Public Hearing Room – Guam Congress Building 

Thursday, May 4, 2023 

AGENDA 

8:00 am 

• Appointment of Monica Okada Guzman to serve as Member of the Guam Council on the

Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Rolando C. Zepeda to serve as Visual Arts Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Simone E.P. Bollinger to serve as Literature Representative of the Guam

Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of Directors

• Appointment of Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as Member of the Guam Academy Charter

Schools Council

• Appointment of Christine Baleto to serve as Upper Level Management Position in Private

Business Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

• Appointment of Margarita Felicitas B. Angel as Retired Teacher/School Administrator of

GDOE Representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors

--  

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 

117) and stream online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s YouTube live feed. 

























































Senator Chris “Malafunkshun” Barnett 
Chairperson 

Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts · Committee on Rules 
 I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

Guam Congress Building · 2nd Floor · 163 Chalan Santo Papa · Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

671-969-3586

malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org 

COMMITTEE VOTE SHEET 

Nomination of Christine Baleto to serve as a Member, Upper Level Management Position 
in Business - Representative for a term of Three (3) Years; February 20, 2021 to 
February 19, 2024 to fill the unexpected term of Dr. Ronald L. McNich, Jr., PhD

SIGNATURE/ 

DATE OF 

SIGNATURE 

TO DO 

CONFIRM 

TO NOT 

CONFIRM 

TO 

REPORT 

OUT 

ONLY 

TO 

ABSTAIN 

TO PLACE 

IN 

INACTIVE 

FILE 

Senator Chris Barnett 

Chairperson 

Senator Christopher M. Dueñas 

Vice Chairperson 

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 

Member 

Senator Sabina F. Perez 

Member 

Senator Joe S. San Agustin 

Member 

Senator Joanne M. Brown 

Member 

Senator Thomas J. Fisher 

Member 

06-28-23

e-vote
06-29-23

e-vote
06-29-23

e-vote
06-28-23
e-vote
06-29-23
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COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW 

 

The Committee on Education, Public Safety and the Arts convened a public hearing on the 

appointment of Christine Baleto on Thursday, May 4, 2023 at 8:00 am at the Public Hearing 

Room of the Guam Congress Building. The appointment history is as follows: 

 

• Appointment by i Maga’håga Guåhan on January 31, 2023 for Three (3) Years 

from February 20, 2021 to February 19, 2024. 

• Appointment packet forwarded to I Liheslatura on February 3, 2023; and 

• Appointment packet forwarded to this Committee on February 6, 2023. 

 

Public Notice Requirements 

Public Hearing notices were disseminated via e-mail to all senators and all main media 

broadcasting outlets on Thursday, April 27, 2023 (5-Day Notice), and again on Tuesday, 

May 2, 2023 (48-Hour Notice). 

 

Senators Present 

Chairperson Chris Barnett 

Vice-Chairperson Christopher M. Dueñas 

Committee Member Joanne M. Brown 

Senator Telo T. Taitague 

 

Attendees 

Christine Baleto, Nominee 

Evangeline Cepeda 

Robert Underwood 

Franklin Ishizaki 

Joseph Sanchez 

Nadine Cepeda 

 

Written Testimony Provided by 

Daniel S. Fitzgerald 

Kathy R. Calvo 

Chris Duenas 

Joseph E. Rivera 

Ernie Galito 

George Chiu 



 

Siska Hutapea 

Roderick Boss 

Vince Reyes 

Jessica Barrett 

Mary Grace V. Edrosa 

Rizza Savares 

Claudia S. Ray 

Joyce Sayama 

Phillip J. Flores 

Michael W. Schniep 

Catherine S. Castro 

Bertha D. Camacho 

Kenneth P. Chargualaf 

Robin C. Malicsi 

Gaudencio Rosario 

Tito Castro 

Pacita M.A. Uncangco 

 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION 

 The public hearing was Called-to-Order at 8:10 AM. 

Senator Chris Barnett, Chairman - The Committee on Education, Public Safety and 

the Arts: Good morning Guam. Håfa Adai. Buenas, Manana si Yu’os. On this Thursday 

morning, this public hearing conducted by the Committee on Education, Public Safety, and 

the Arts is called to order at 8:10 CHamoru Standard Time. Notice of the hearing was 

disseminated to all local media outlets on April 27th, 2023, with a second notice provided 

on May 2nd, 2023. Notice of the hearing was also made known on the Guam Legislature's 

website and the government of Guam Public Notices portal. This morning, the committee 

is holding a public hearing to hear and accept testimony on the appointment of the 

following members of the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of 

Directors, Monica Okada Guzman, to serve as member. Rolando Cepeda to serve as Visual 

Arts representative, and Simone Bollinger to serve as literature representative upon a 

conclusion of those appointments, we'll take a five-minute recess before we hear and accept 

testimony on Evangeline M. Cepeda to serve as member of the Guam Academy Charter 

Schools Council. Christine Baleto to serve as a private business representative in an upper-

level management position on the Guam Education Board of Directors, and Margarita 

Felicitas B. Angel as the retired teacher or school administrator of GDOE representative 

on the Guam Education Board of Directors. I'd like to welcome my colleagues joining us 

today, including my Vice Chair, Senator Chris Duenas and also Senator Tom Fisher. 

Before we begin, I'd like to go over the general rules of conduct. No pulling hair, biting, 

individuals testifying shall first be recognized by the chair before speaking and state their 

name for record keeping purposes. Questions and testimony shall be confined to the 

substance or nature of the agenda. Personal inference as to the character or motive of any 

senator or individual testifying is not permitted. The chairperson of the committee may 



order the removal from a hearing any member of I Liheslaturan Guahan who fails to 

observe proper decorum, pursuant to the 37th Guam Legislature’s Standing Rules, any 

violation of this general rule of conduct will result in the removal from the hearing by the 

host. We'll now proceed with discussions on the appointment of Ms. Monica Okada 

Guzman, to serve as member of the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Board of 

Directors. We'll begin with those present, here to present testimony on Ms. Okada 

Guzman's behalf before we hear from the appointee herself. So is there anyone here to 

testify on Monica's behalf? If not, then - Okay. Come on up. And ma'am, before you begin 

your testimony, please just state your name for the record. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you very much. Okay. And we're gonna move right into our 

last hearing. We actually heard from nominee Margarita Felicitas B. Angel who was 

nominated as a retired teacher, school administrator of GDOE, representative of the Guam 

Education Board of Directors. She is under the weather and she is not able to attend. So 

we're gonna go ahead and reschedule another hearing for her. And so we'll now move on 

to the nomination of the appointment of Christine Baleto to serve as upper-level 

management position and private business representative of the Guam Education Board of 

Directors. If there's anyone to testify on or in support or against Christine's nomination, 

please approach the table. Ms. Vangie, did you just want to go ahead? Okay.  

Evangeline Cepeda: Thank you. Håfa Adai. Good morning. I am here as a private 

citizen and a dear friend to Christine. My name is Evangeline Cepeda. Like senators 

before you, I’d like to say that I am full support of Christine Baleto to the Guam 

Education Board. Christine and I, she kind of told you the story. We go back over 30 

years when she was the director of Sanctuary and I was with GHURA, we worked very 

close together and our goal was the youth. And so we brought in lots of grants. We were 

as they would say, grassroots out, out there to ensure that these kids that were troubled 

were being assisted. And so she and I have been in the same circles for many years. And 

then we kind of met last year or two years ago, again in the same circle, her being the 

CFO for Docomo and me being with property management. And so, I just wanna say that 

I'm in full support. Christine, I'm sure it's gonna have, you know, me knowing Christine 

four pages long over her history and all of her accomplishments. I just wanna say that 

she's hardworking. She's not afraid to roll up her sleeves, get to work. She can be a force 

to be reckoned with if need be. And in many ways, she and I are the same. We're doers. 

We go out there and we, you know, don't speak it. We just wanna work and make things 

happen. And rest assured DOE is gonna be very very happy to have her on board and

make a big difference with the board. And she's also works 



well with people to make things happen. So, please, senators with her appointment, I am 

here in full support of Christine Baleto. Thank you.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Vangie. Dr. Congressman Robert Underwood. 

Dr. Robert Underwood: Buenas Dias, Håfa Adai, Todus Hamyo. Thank you very much,

Mr. Chairman. My testimony is sort of risky because I'm testifying on behalf of myself 

and Narissa, and I don't know whether that's and she's home watching.  

Chairman Barnett: I'm gonna need something in writing from Narissa. 

Dr. Underwood: So she's watching. So this letter is actually from both of us. We are testing 

on behalf of Ms. Christine Baleto on the basis of our friendship. But more importantly, as 

professional educators, we've had the opportunity to serve as longtime administrators in 

education, both as superintendent of the Department of Education, as president of the 

University of Guam. We strongly support the nomination of Ms. Baleto to be a member of 

the Guam Education Policy Board of Directors. She's being appointed to fill a vacancy for 

the position representing private business by the Maga’haga as Lourdes Leon Guerrero. 

We've known Ms. Baleto in a variety of circumstances and capacities. We first observe 

her considerable managerial skills in leading Sanctuary. As Vangie just mentioned, her

commitment to young people in the most difficult circumstances was impressive and 

helped guide hundreds to more productive and self-sufficient lives. The Department of 

Education is complex and given its mission in preparing students for life, promoting 

excellence, and providing support to the largest group of employees in the government of 

Guam system. As a board member, the most important function beyond hiring and 

reviewing the superintendent is the approval and review of the annual budget. Based upon 

her experience in financial matters in the private and public sectors she can be an invaluable 

asset to the board. Over her professional career, she's held a number of highly responsible 

pro and extraordinary levels of responsibility. She's served as the director of administration, 

department of administration, which should help GDOE ascertain whether fellow officials 

are providing the most timely and accurate information. But more important than that, she 

brings a wealth of experience at the highest levels of private sector management. Her 

positions as a CFO for Docomo and Mid Pacific Liquor indicated not just she is trusted by 

many, but that she is herself very trustworthy. Along the way, she found time to run a 

business as a franchise owner. Similarly, she continued a high level of public service, both 

on government boards and commissions, as well as for nonprofit organizations. I'm very 

proud to say she's a proud alumni of the University of Guam, and we know that she's a 

great supporter of the university. Ms. Baleto is a great role model, and she brings to the 

board her common-sense approach to matters with a healthy dose of financial and 

managerial acumen. We trust her implicitly to do a great job for the department and more 

importantly, for future generations of children. We urge you and other members of the 

body to confirm her, and we urge you to listen to her when she comes back and testifies on 

some important matters in front of this body. Thank you very much.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, Nino. Senator Ishizaki. 



Senator Frank Ishizaki: Thank you for taking me out of order, Mr. Chair. Senators I'm

just here to support Christine and Christine is family. And I can't hide that., I've known

her since she was a baby, and her grandmother was my father's sister. So she's, there's a 

rare Ishizaki out there that, she doesn't show that name but she has a long history of 

success and I believe she is the first college grad from that branch of the family. And 

she'll correct me if I'm mistaken. And I just, I've just known her as a child growing up 

into adulthood, and then she kind of bloomed into these leadership positions. And I used 

to visit Sanctuary. The only time I visited Sanctuary was when she was running it. And 

she did a super job there. And she's done other great things in private sector, in 

government and as nonprofit. And I know of nobody better qualified, I think, to find 

ways to help our education system. And I have a full faith and confidence in her. I trust 

her. She's honest, she's hardworking, she's intelligent, and she is a problem solver. So I 

fully endorse her and I hope you folks will support her. Confirmation. Thank you. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, Senator. Mr. Sanchez. 

Mr. Joseph Sanchez: Thank you, Senator. I offer my testimony and support of Ms. 

Christine Baleto’s appointment to the Guam Education Board. I first met Ms. Christine 

many years back as a teacher when I was a teacher, when she was the chairperson of the 

Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee for DYA. She was the Executive Director of 

Sanctuary, and I was one of the representatives from the DOE. During this time, I found 

her to be incredibly competent, organized, and focused in her work, but most especially, I 

found her to be passionate in her work with youth and youth organizations. She's always 

had a special place in her heart for those youth who needed special care and support, 

sometimes through no fault of their own. This remained consistent throughout her time on 

the committee and her time at Sanctuary. Though we remained friends throughout the years 

after she left Sanctuary in 2003, we caught up again when she became director of the 

Department of Administration. As a deputy of curriculum, I never really had the need to 

interact directly with the DOA director, except for an eighth month period where I served 

as acting superintendent. As you can imagine, this was a challenging time as I suppose it 

is now, and as usual, the GDOE financial stability was always in question. During this 

time, I was able to see firsthand how committed she was to protecting the GDOE and 

ensuring that we received our full allotment on time. She was always open to my calls. 

Which were almost weekly and sometimes it felt like more. But she was always willing to 

explain a situation or offer a strategy to address a matter. I truly appreciate the support she 

provided us, and in particular me at that time. Her experience in the nonprofit government 

and private sector will be a huge asset to the GDOE and the Guam Education Board. With 

her wide-ranging knowledge and skills in finance, organizational management, 

procurement, and federal grants, she will be a much-welcomed resource to the GDOE, who 

faces a number of challenges in these areas. Throughout the years, I've known her, although 

not an educator herself, she has always taken a special interest in education on Guam, 

asking about how our system is doing, what challenges we face, and what improvements 

we are making. And as just, I was just reminded outside that she has a whole bunch of 

family members who currently work in the system. So we know that she's connected in 

that regard. Our conversations have always taken us back to her days when she served 

many of Guam's youth at Sanctuary and connects it to how we are doing now to serve the 



many students we have in need, particularly those who live in poverty, those experiencing 

homelessness or facing other social challenges. In addition to our conversations about 

students, I've especially enjoyed listening to her ideas about ways that GDOE might ensure 

that we are utilizing both local and federal funds. More efficiently and effectively by 

looking towards things like automation for routine and operational task, improved 

performance evaluations for personnel at all levels, and continuous improvement and 

training on standard operating procedures in areas like procurement, fixed assets 

management, and hiring. All of these areas she has extensive experience in. Additionally, 

during the start of the Covid Pandemic, she was one of our featured guest speakers from 

the business community, featured in our Rethinking Education on Guam series. An online 

discussion group meant to share ideas about how we thought the pandemic would reshape 

education on Guam and throughout the world. She shared many thoughts, which two and 

a half years later proved to be prophetic about education and the workforce that we are 

preparing students for. First, she noted that the use of technology will not only be for 

educational purposes, but to function in both work and life and as in huge increases on the 

online communication, financial transactions, work-related software and applications are 

inevitable, as well as the increase for the need for employees to problem solve and attack 

problems on a regular daily basis. She noted how employers will need to look towards all 

of their employees for ideas on how to make their businesses more successful. So that 

means we need to prepare our students to be to prepare at that level, to work at that level. 

And all this will need to be done in a collaborative environment where students having to 

work with different coworkers who may have different functions and be at different levels 

in an organization. So even at that time, she was already thinking about how the education 

system can better prepare our students for the workforce. These are all things that have 

now been emphasized in so many books and articles, post pandemic, all supporting her 

predictions. I believe that she will be a very appropriate and welcomed addition to our 

current board and will certainly add value to the expertise and experience we already have. 

I humbly ask for your kind consideration and affirm her appointment to the Guam 

Education Board. Thank you.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, Mr. Sanchez. Ma'am. 

Ms. Nadine Cepeda: Good evening chairperson, Senator Barnett and other senators. My 

name is Nadine Cepeda. I've known Christine Baleto both professionally and personally. 

I've returned 22 years ago, coming from California thinking I will make a change in the 

field of mental health, which I was there for 15 years. I met her when she was an executive 

director for Sanctuary because we had several youth in the children's inpatient unit. Clearly 

that was acute need of care at her level as an executive director. She came, she advocated, 

there weren't resources. She found solutions. How do we transition these youth back to the 

shelter? Because families didn't want them. Senator Brown, you said something very valid. 

We are having difficulties of families engaging in education, but even the basic needs and 

care of our youth and children. Clearly there's gonna be a breakdown in education. So this 

comes back to just the commitment and the dedication that demonstrates at a highest level 

in sanctuary. And since she was instrumental in building those programs, we so need it 

even now. Clearly that's what she did and developed and made a road to that to make it 

what it is today. Second being department administration. Clearly it's a big agency taking 



care of lying. So many agencies, Guam Behavioral Health has always needed money, but 

we need to do what we did. She made it a priority to make people who we needed. At the 

time, we weren't a priority. Fortunately, Guam is very reactive and if something happens, 

cause someone is bipolar and acts out or schizophrenia, a shooting may occur. We react. 

She responded by giving us the positions we needed. We need people to advocate. DOE 

we is huge. I'm gonna agree with Deputy Joe. It'll be great because she has the balance of 

a private sector and a public server. With that, it's a find solution. It is no easy role to solve 

problems in the biggest agency. She's going to be part of shaping these young minds. And 

truly, I'm not an educator. I'll stay in my lane, but I have to say, we cannot educate our 

students if they're not healthy mentally. We clearly need to understand the basics of human 

life. She gets it. You have to be human. Then she holds these characteristics of 

accountability, integrity, great work ethics. So because of this and all that she's done, she 

has, her daughters are teachers giving back to the community. It's not her. It's very, it's not 

easy, but people or who want to serve, who have the abilities to find solution and have the 

leadership capacities and abilities to do that, I think she can make that difference. So I 

really again, I'm in support of Christine Baleto to sit in the board of Guam department 

education. And truly, I'm gonna say that impacts the work I do, and I think she, we can 

make an overall difference in the board and what we do in the policy. Thank you.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, ma'am. Thank you to the panel, if there's is there any more 

testimony for Mrs. Baleto? Okay. Good morning, Christine.  

Ms. Christine Baleto, Nominee: Good morning, Senator. 

Chairman Barnett: Before you proceed, I just wanna let you know we have received quite 

a bit of testimony in support of your nomination, written testimony, just so you know. And 

if you have prepared a statement for opening, you may proceed. Thank you.  

Ms. Baleto: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Buenas yan Håfa Adai, Mr. Chairman and 

members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to request for your support of my 

confirmation as a board member of the Guam Department of Education. For those of you 

who do not know me or who I have not had the pleasure of working with over my 30-year 

career, my name is Christine Baleto. I'm currently employed with Docomo Pacific as their 

Chief Financial Officer, and I'm also the master franchisee and owner of the Fruit Store in 

Guam. My background and experience converge from the nonprofit, private, and 

government sector. I'm honored and humbled to be considered for the appointment as the 

private sector representative for the board and wish to thank board Chairwoman Mary
Okada, governor Lou Leon Guerrero, and Lieutenant Governor Josh Tenorio for the 

recommendation. I have submitted my resume as part of the application requirements, but 

briefly wish to highlight key positions I've held in the private sector. Sorry. As this is the 

focus of the appointment, I have served as the general manager and or chief financial officer 

in companies, including market wholesale distributors, Pepsi Bottling Company of Guam, 

Mid Pacific distributors. In addition to my current position in Docomo Pacific, I further 

served as the chairwoman of the Guam Chamber of Commerce for two years and a board 

member for six years. In addition to this, I'm an entrepreneur who has opened and managed 

a franchise business for over 13 years. For those of you who do not know the difficulties 



of operating a small business, especially one in the food service industry, this is no small 

feat. On average, less than 50% of small businesses survive past five years of operation, 

and only 33% make it past 10 years. My cumulative experience in the private sector has 

blessed me with the knowledge and experience in retail, finance, accounting, financial 

reporting, budgeting, organizational management, and personnel management. I've also 

worked with many nonprofit organizations previously serving as the executive director of 

Sanctuary, which I think you heard from the testimony is more of my interaction with some 

of the community members. I've volunteered for many nonprofit organizations as a board 

member, an officer, or an assisting with their startup of their financial systems as well as 

reporting. Aside from my private and nonprofit sector, I've worked for the government of 

Guam as the director of administration. In this capacity I manage the government of Guam's 

division of Accounts, human Resources division, general Services Agency that oversees 

procurement, office of Technology and the treasurer of Guam. These divisions have 

oversight over all functions in the executive branch related to their mandate. This included 

the Guam Department of Education, which I worked very closely with Superintendent John 

Fernandez, with the acting superintendent Joe and former Deputy Superintendent of 

Finance and Administrative Services, Taling Taitano. I believe with my cross-sector of 

knowledge and experience I've gained through my career, I can serve the people of Guam 

and the Department of Education well before closing, I would like to acknowledge my 

family, friends, and colleagues who have been supportive of me throughout the years. I 

have been truly blessed to not only have had the opportunities in the different sectors within 

the community, but have made friends that have remained long past my time with them in 

the positions that I've held. Many have readily agreed to provide testimony in support of 

my appointment, and I'm grateful for this as well as for my family, my husband, children, 

parents, and extended family. This is what makes Guam special, the people who make up 

our community. And to me as a native of our island, what I value most about serving is the 

knowledge that I can use, the abilities that I've been blessed with to make a positive impact 

in our community. In closing, thank you for the opportunity to advocate for your approval 

of my appointment, and I respectfully request your vote of confidence for my 

confirmation. Si Yu’os Ma’åse.

Chairman Barnett: Thank you, Christine. I guess I just wanted to first ask what you feel 

the role of the upper-level management position in private business representative on the 

Guam education board is? 

Ms. Baleto: Well, I'm, first of all, like when chairwoman Okada approached me and asked 

me to consider she wanted me to focus on the financial side of you know, the board, like 

providing that review, looking at the budgets, looking at some of the financial reports and 

providing my interpretation and opinion on that. But I think it transcends that, you know, 

as was mentioned, I actually have my two daughters who are teachers in the school system. 

I have my son-in-law who's a teacher, and I have a lot of family members who are also 

involved as well as friends. And, you know, that's one of the things as a board member, I 

think we need to hear firsthand from the people that are in the schools, from the students 

that are in the schools, from the parents in the schools to understand what are the issues, 

and then be able to provide the support.  And the direction and guidance, you know, for the 

management to be able to address these problems. As a private sector representative, I feel 



that I also can bridge the gap with the private sector in looking at what resources the private 

sector can bring to help and assist with some of the goals and objectives and in addressing 

some of the issues that the department has. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you for that answer. What do you plan to do to help the Guam 

Department of Education meet the goals and mandates of public law 37-4?  

Ms. Baleto: Well, with respect to, I understand that's relative to basically the inspections 

and then coming up with whether these schools pass or fail these inspections relative to the 

safety and wellbeing of the students. And so I don't know the specifics of each school and 

what issues that they have, but I think just overall my understanding with the availability 

of federal funding and resources to be able to address those problems. Certainly there's, 

you know, GovGuam in general has challenges with awarding contracts because of 

procurement. That's an issue. I know that Senator Perez has passed or there was public law, 

I think it's seven, that addresses shortening that time and limiting the protest timeframe so 

that we can expedite awarding contracts. And I think that has to be a prime focus because 

no matter how much money you have, if you're not able to expend it, especially within the 

timeframes, then you know, we lose the opportunity to address some of the concerns that 

are raised from these inspections. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you for that. Vice chair, Senator Chris Dueñas. 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas, Vice-Chair – Committee on Education, Public 

Safety, and the Arts: Si Yu’os Ma’åse, Mr. Chairman. And Christine, I'm thrilled that you 

accepted the nomination. Thank you. I consider you a mentor when I first started navigating 

the choppy waters of Department of Youth Affairs. Yes, you were always there for me and 

you were always there in terms of, you know, managing the programs and the crossover 

between status offenders and non-status offenders. So I know your heart is right, and I 

know you also ran that organization with a lot of integrity and had many successes and 

throughout of course, a lot of other successes have been shown through your resume and 

we all know what you've done. I guess my point of contention, and I'm one of the reasons 

why I'm glad you took this position is I was very concerned during a lot of the discussion 

on what we were trying to do for education and the appropriation that this legislature made 

that you know, there was a lot of back and forth and I think one thing that I like about your 

business acumen as well is understanding government and having served at DOA is, 

Department of Education is never gonna have enough money. I just think that's just the 

truth. Now, there also is accountability for the money they have and what's going forward. 

The one thing that kind of bothered me though, was there was a lot of liberties with regard 

to federal reef funds and we were trying to be judicious to restore those funds. So I just 

want to get your thoughts on really bringing, once again, at this level, you know, since 

you've described it well, the business aspect of having to manage you know, DOE really 

just putting in that discipline of you use money for other, you know, purposes, you know, 

you have to replace it and ensure that when we're in a situation where we're in a critical 

area where we've gotta get these things done and we need these resources going out. And 

one thing I know our chairman's gonna do is in this, we're gonna heed the call 

of  Department of Education, particularly Frank Cooper-Nurse used to say, we need a 



dedicated funding source for maintenance to stop co-mingling these resources and ensure 

that it can be relied upon along with bringing on needed additional staff. But I know there's 

a discussion about contracting and the like, though, but I just wanted to see if you short 

share my thoughts and I'd like to see that, you know, that discipline exercise down the 

board to say, you know, look we've gotta guard these resources with our life and. And you 

know, while we may, it may be a management decision from time to move monies around, 

but we've gotta be strict. This is strict as you've always been on ensuring the integrity of 

those resources and ensuring that much needed resources stay in place and get spent 

correctly. Can you just share your thoughts on that?  

Ms. Baleto: Yes, absolutely. Senator and I am aware that you also sponsored a bill to make 

sure that money was designated for the repairs as well. I mean, I share that perception. I 

think in my time of  DOA when I first came on board, I was not the most popular with the 

Department of Education, so I had to build that bridge with them for exactly that same 

reason. If money is earmarked, for example, for textbooks, then the expectation if we 

release those funds to you is that it's gonna be used to purchase textbooks. So, I would even 

tell then superintendent or deputy Superintendent of finance Ms. Taitano, like, show me 

the purchase orders before I give you the money. You know, just as a way to make sure 

that things were being spent accordingly. Because, you know, again, hearing from teachers 

and family members who are in the classroom and understanding that they don't have 

textbooks for the students makes no sense when that money has been designated. But I 

think, you know, my time in the government has given me a balanced perspective. There 

is money that is. Earmarked and designated. But at the end of the day, if you look at 

GDOE’s history, there is a cash shortage problem that has existed for many years. And that 

makes it challenging when you're sitting there saying, payroll textbooks, payroll textbooks, 

you know? And so I had to work with you know, the leadership there to figure out a way 

to make sure that their needs were covered for day-to-day operations, but still using this 

money as intended for whatever purpose that the legislature had designated in the budget 

bill. So I do agree that, you know, when money is designated, it should be spent in that 

way, and that there needs to be a way to work with the management so that they're able to 

do that and cover day-to-day operations.  

Senator Duenas: Christine, one of the reasons why I think this came to a head, and 

unfortunately we had some different presentations here at the legislature and even some 

board members that were kind of going back and forth on what they believe their role as 

being policy, being governing, being, you know, their oversight over the purse, right? And 

so to me I just think that, you know, when management's gonna make decisions, in my 

humble opinion, decisions have to be made in concert with the board, so they're fully aware. 

I don't want to, you know, go over the veracity of the comments, whether or not they're 

substantiated. As it was kind of pushed back and forth. I mean, you're not responsible for 

these things. I'm bringing them to your awareness just because I think this is something 

that, you know, this committee is gonna be very critical about going forward. And that is 

that, you know, there needs to be that awareness, that information that goes to the board. 

That when these critical decisions are being made to use resources that have been provided 

by the federal government for certain particular areas. And if they're diverted, whether 

through an agreement or a letter written to, you know, national DOE and the like, well, 



there it is. But also remember that when that happens, those resources, when the emergent 

situation comes for backfilling, that it really should be a general fund appropriation that 

supports that. So, I know you're gonna have your work cut out for you. I know you're cut 

out for it, but I just wanted to put that you know, on the you know, on the radar cuz I don't 

see you out there having to advocate for repair of fence lines, although that's a wonderful 

thing and it has to happen. And I'm just hoping that you are, what you're bringing to the 

table and for this position, the acumen's there to bring in some real discipline. You know, 

those are hard decisions and, you know, it's hard decisions for us too, let's face it, when it 

comes to budget time, we're gonna be facing those same questions and having to answer 

that as well. But I think once we put our foot down and we pass a law and we set revenue 

the way it is, should be adhered to strictly. And decisions should be made in concert with 

the board and management. I just wanted to get your thoughts on that.  

Ms. Baleto: Yes, duly noted. I agree. And I think that you know, I've not sat in on the 

board so I'm not familiar with how they're operating, but in all the other boards or capacities 

that I've served as board members, that is our role is to provide the oversight, guidance, 

and policy for the management in carrying out the goals and objectives that are set for 

whatever organization or department that is. And so, I certainly understand my role and I 

will do my best given the challenges. So thank you.  

Senator Duenas: Yeah. And I agree, and I know you're no shrinking Violet. I know that 

you're going to certainly uphold that and live to it. I think that, you know, it's just one of 

those things to where the board, you know, itself, I mean, they, like I said, I'm not gonna 

rehash, you know, he said, she said, who said. But what I will say is that I think the board 

needs to speak loudly. That when there's massive transfers of funds for purposes outside 

designated areas, there's an understanding of how that's gonna be done. And when there's 

a need for replenishment, it gets done. And that the board is in full concert of that. Because 

I'll tell you, if I was a board member and I'm sitting here and I got all this weight on my 

shoulders, and I know I'm responsible, cuz I've either been elected or appointed and I've 

sworn my duty. I'm gonna be, I'm gonna be treading, you know, water to try to make sure 

that I understand, you know, what management decisions are being made in concert with 

my obligation as a board. I think the board's a lot stronger than I may have mentioned in 

some of those you know, round tables. But I'm certain that you are going to, you know, be 

diligent in your operations and you have my support. I think it's a breath of fresh air and 

you're what's needed right now, particularly as we navigate these hundreds of millions of 

dollars that are a gift to Guam just through the next, maybe even not even 24 months, you 

know, and so time's a ticking and we've got work to do. And so, but I know that you have 

the backfill of the 20 million to help you out, and I expect that you'll guard that.  

Ms. Baleto: Certainly, Thank you, Senator.

Senator Duenas: Thank you Christine. And you certainly have my support. I know that 

you have the acumen and the integrity to be able to carry this out. Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman.  



Chairman Barnett: Thank you Vice. You can't guard the 20 million cuz they haven't got 

it yet. Yeah. It's something I followed up on the other day. Yeah. Right. Thank you Vice 

for those questions. Senator Taitague.  

Senator Telo T. Taitague: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Good. Are we still in the morning?

Good morning, Christine. It's been a pleasure working with you. No doubt. It's been an 

even greater pleasure having you as a friend still after we parted ways in the last 

administration and maintained contact with each other. Greatly appreciate all the help 

you provided me in the past and hopefully in the future when it comes to information. 

Cuz you know, I'm a person like yourself who really thrives on getting the information 

and get it correctly, you know, so, and that's why I'm really happy that Joe Sanchez is 

here, you know, testifying on your behalf, because if there's anyone at DOE who's always 

answered my calls, always provided the information I needed, you know, for this body 

and with total transparency is Joe Sanchez. So, you know, for him to be here to testify in 

your favor it says so much of course, and the stack of people who've testified on your 

behalf on your confirmation, ai adai, it was a lot. But with no reservations about your 

ability to sit in this position. I do have a question though with regards to who you're 

replacing. It says here that the unexpired term of Mr. Dr. Ronald McNinch, so he hasn't 

expired. So what you're doing is you're. You'll be replacing him.  

Ms. Baleto: So, I'm not entirely sure about that. As I mentioned, Chairwoman Okada 

approached me and advised me of a need that she felt was on the board, and then the 

governor called me and asked me to serve. I wasn't familiar that there was even a, what is 

the private management? Represent like this, the title.. I didn't, I mean, normally on boards 

you're just a board member, right? So I didn't realize I had not been intimately familiar 

with the composition of the Board of Education at that time. And so, I wasn't aware it was 

replacing somebody. Okay. I just assumed that it was an appointment that was under the 

purview of the governor.  

Senator Taitague: So that means you haven't had an opportunity to talk to Mr. McNinch 

since you're unaware that you are replacing him. Because his term is not up until February 

of 2024. So, you know, a lot of, he's done a lot of great work. He's been very transparent, 

open to answering our calls as well, which I have no doubt that you will do the same, but I 

recommend that you do get ahold of Dr. McNinch. You know, and talk to him and see 

what he, you know, his perspective is. You know, to help you in this position, because I

have no doubt that you will be confirmed. 

Ms. Baleto: Certainly Senator, he was a former professor of mine as I was pursuing my 

master's. So I do have a relationship with him. So I'll be able to call him. Certainly.  

Senator Taitague: That's very good. I really greatly appreciate that. I, and you know, 

really with our funding it seems we're not always getting the correct answer. When they sit 

in front of us to try and give an explanation as to where all this funding is going to. And I 

know that you can actually put this on a clear, you know, readable, understandable, you 

know, spreadsheet for us, non-accountants here to understand exactly where this ARP fund 

is going. The timelines in-placed in something that's very readable and transparent. I keep, 



can't tell you how much times I could use transparency and drive it in, into people's head, 

but then, you know, they never provide us that information. You, I know you will. I've seen 

the work you've done. I've seen you under pressure and this definitely is a board that's 

gonna have a lot of pressure, especially moving forward because we can't seem to agree on 

how much money DOE has. We're throwing money at DOE but we're not seeing really any 

results. We've been doing that for decades. And not seeing any results. I'm just very happy 

that we have a chairman that under DOE right now who's very aggressive and moving 

forward with a lot of those promises that were made to the people. And finally our, we're 

putting our mouths, you know, our money, where our mouth is. And not only that, but 

follow through. It's not like state it one day and the next day you forget about it. You know, 

that's one of the biggest issues with our government. Everybody takes the, you know, 

showboating and then after the Showboats done, the next day everyone forgets and years 

have passed and nothing has been done. And they're saying, hey, oh by the way, what 

happened last year when nobody's moving forward? So I hope you can follow through with 

all those initiatives, especially the ones that the legislature puts through, you know, and see 

happen. I wish you the very best, you know, like I said, I've seen you under pressure. This 

might not be a I mean a DOA appointment, but it sure has that same kind of pressure and 

you know what that was like.  

Ms. Baleto: Yeah. So thank you Senator and yes, I do agree, Chairwoman Okada is a

very aggressive person and you know, she's very detailed and does follow through. So I 

think that, you know, we could work well as a team to try to address some of these 

longstanding issues.  

Senator Taitague: You know, Christine, I think you know, she's going off the UOG 

presidency, so she might not be sitting next to you on the board very much longer if she's 

appointed as the next University of Guam president. So you're going to have a huge heavy 

hitter, you know, a brainiac on that board missing. So that's what I mean about pressure 

that's gonna be placed on you because you have the financial background as well as a 

solution maker, you know, so you have all those in place and so that's where the pressure's 

gonna happen. 

Ms. Baleto: Try not to be scared here. 

Senator Taitague: But I'm sure you're gonna do a great job. I wish you the very best. My 

door's always open if you need anything at all. Okay. And good luck. It's gonna be tough. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Senator Taitague, Senator Brown. 

Senator Joanne M. Brown, Member - The Committee on Education, Public Safety 

and the Arts: Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. Certainly Good morning. So good 

morning to you, Christine Baleto, and to your family as well. I see your parents, your 

daughter, your grandson, your husband and uncle. Very impressive. Yes. A total impressive 

presence. And I think that You know, I always look at it that who we are building blocks 

of the people that have made us who we are. And you know, I see all those important in 



building blocks in your foundation that are here today to support you. You know, you and 

I first met when you were in my previous legislative life when you were the executive 

director of Sanctuary. And look at you now. I mean, look at all that you've accomplished. 

Then I look through you, you know, our very impressive resumes, how many pages, and I 

was looking, I know I worked with this lady once before and I worked for her. And it's just 

this little blurb, you know, in this micro print because you have so much credentials that it 

has to be such small print. I can barely read it. But impressive. And, you know, you were 

my first board at the Port Authority of Guam, and you were the caliber of a board member 

that, that I had the pleasure of working with. And after yesterday's afternoon, you know, I 

have totally different experience, but you know, you're setting the standard. I have to say 

this morning, we don't always have pleasant hearings. Most of the time I walk out frustrated 

and disappointed because, you know, we see the same old issues, the same old problems. 

The expectation, the only solution is money, giving more money, and nothing's better. And 

you know, in your particular case you definitely take the ball and run with the work that 

you do. And that is, you know, you remind me, you remind all of us that, you know, there 

are people like you that are walking around that are making a difference. And it helps us 

not get too jaded because we don't see your caliber often enough. And the investment that 

you can make and all of us can make in contributing back to our community. Because on 

top of this is not your full-time job. This is something that you're doing community service 

with. And you do have a full-time job. And even when I worked with you at the Port 

Authority of Guam, you had a full-time private sector job and you still made the time to 

come in and every year go through the budget with every detail, ensuring that you know 

where the money was going, was it being spent, where it needed to be spent, and what did 

we need to do to improve the agency. And that's what helped bring things to a higher level. 

And I think that's something we should all aspire to. I don't have any questions for you. I 

think you have set the standard. I look forward to certainly the feedback that you'll give us 

once you've served on this board you know, let us know what we can do better because I, 

you know, I spent nine years in public school on Guam. Most of my education has been 

right here. And, you know, it worked. And we had, you know, louvers for classrooms. We 

didn't have air conditioning. You know, I had a teacher in my class every day and was the 

same teacher, you know, and I'm dumbfounded now when I hear that we have substitutes 

and I heard, cuz we just had island leadership last week of my counterpart letting me know 

that, you know, if their teacher is not there for whatever reason, they have a substitute. And 

the substitute is not well versed to teach their class. And some of them are just, you know, 

spending time, passing time till the next course. And that's not what we should be doing. 

That's why it concerns me. I think the structure of DOE is a little too big that it's become 

dysfunctional and I don't care how much money we pour into it we're not gonna see the 

level of success that we want to see. And we're gonna hear, like we hear of the abuse of 

overtime and other things that probably we've only scratched the surface because the 

opportunity to abuse resources are so flagrant when there's really nobody really looking. 

And I used to think that was the exception in government after 34 going on 35 years. Now, 

to me it's a standard. And that scares me because I see resources not going where they need 

to. Oh, always see, our children are very important. We don't see the outcome of that to the 

level of success that we want to see. And like I said earlier, you know, we have a short 

period of time to really influence these children in a positive direction when they're sponges 

and they want to absorb and they're so open to life. And we're the ones that harm them 



when we don't provide that opportunity and that support for them to launch in life. Because 

if we do that, they will be successful in their life regardless of what they want to do. And 

they'll be contributing members back into this community. And that's what we wanna see. 

So I wish you well. I know you will do. Well. You are exceptional. Christine Baleto, thank 

you. You really are. And I know you're gonna continue to do good things and thank you 

for doing this cuz you don't have to. You don't have to. And it puts to shame those that 

actually get paid a full-time job to do this. And you're doing it on a voluntary basis. And I 

definitely appreciate your service and look forward to your contagion. I was almost gonna 

say, why don't you just take over the department and run it, but I'm sure she could juggle 

that too, right? 

Ms. Baleto:  My aunt on the other side is crazy doing that. 

Senator Brown: That's ok. That's ok. Judi Won Pat is a busy bee as well and more credit

to her also for stepping up to the plate and contributing at this time. But you certainly have, 

my gosh, I can't believe I'm saying this every time you have my wholehearted support on 

your appointment. And like I said, I look forward to continuing hear great things from you 

cuz you are indeed exceptional. Thank you. So with that, Mr. Chair, thank you for the 

opportunity to comment.  

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Senator Brown. Senator Quinata. 

Senator Roy A.B. Quinata: Håfa Adai, Good morning Ms. Baleto. Congratulations. I 

think your private and governmental career speaks volumes for the amount of experience 

you have. It's very good to see that your family is here to support you, especially Senator 

Ishizaki. He has a very keen leadership sorry, lost the words, but, you know, he's been at 

many places that no one's really wanted to serve and he's shown that he can take care of 

those things and I'm sure that you, with your husband supporting you, will not have much 

challenges. And I wish you all the best, and thank you for your public service, and have a 

great day, and God bless. 

Chairman Barnett: Thank you. Senator Quinata. Christine I just have to also echo the 

sentiments of the overwhelming amount of testimony we had, which, you know, basically 

everyone said you're overqualified. I was looking at your resume, a little voice inside my 

head was like, why are you doing this? But I thank you for returning to public service, and 

I definitely think you're gonna bring a wealth of experience and knowledge. I mean, just 

your tenure at DOA I think is gonna be very, your experience as the director of department 

administrations can be very valuable. Lord knows GDOE, he's having some issues with 

department administration right now. So maybe when you get in there, you could, you 

know, DOA director to kind of push things through. So, yeah, again you have yeah, my 

support of course, and the support of many people who have provided positive testimony 

for your appointment. So I, is there anything else? We're good. All right. I think we are 

good. I know, I don't know. I'm sorry. It wasn't exciting. As exciting as yesterday's hearing.  

Senator Taitague: You have my support. 



Chairman Barnett: And if there's no more testimony to be heard committee on Education, 

Public Safety and the Arts will continue to accept testimony on all of the appointments we 

heard this morning. You can drop your testimony off here at the Guam Congress Hall or 

email it to malafunkshun@guamlegislature.org. That's M A L A F U N K S H U N at 

guamlegislature.org. This concludes this hearing of the Committee on Education and 

Public Safety on the Arts at 10:45. Chamoru Standard Time. Esta. 

The public hearing was adjourned at 10:45 AM. 

III. FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS

All discussion and testimony presented to and received by the Committee affirm the

support for the appointment of Christine Baleto as a member of the Guam Education Board

of Directors.

The Committee on Education, Public Safety, and the Arts hereby reports on the

appointment of Christine Baleto as a member, upper level management position in private

business – representative of the Guam Education Board of Directors for a term of three (3)

years with the recommendation TO DO CONFIRM
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